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Study reveals 
Christians form 
largest group among 
global migrants 


By LiCAS News 

A new Pew Research Center report indicates 
the significant presence of Christians in 
global migration, showing that nearly half (47 
percent) of the world's international 
migrants identify as Christians. 

Data revealed by the new Pew report names 
Christians as the largest religious group on 
the move, roughly 47 percent, significantly 
influencing religious demographics in both 
origin and destination countries. 

Migration from Christian-majority regions 
like Latin America, Europe, and Sub-Saharan 
Africa has contributed to this trend. 
Economic factors, political instability, and 
conflict have driven millions of Christians to 
seek new opportunities and safety abroad. 
“People move internationally for many rea- 
sons, suchas to find jobs, get an education, or 
join family members. But religion and 
migration are often closely connected,” the 
study said. 

Muslims are the second-largest religious 
group among global migrants, accounting 
for 29 percent of the total. 

The migration of Muslims, especially from 
conflict-ridden regions such as the Middle 


East, is largely driven by the search for stabi- 
lity and better economic prospects. 

Jews, although a smaller group in absolute 
numbers, have the highest likelihood of 
migrating, with around 20 percent of the 
global Jewish population living outside their 
country of birth. 

“Many migrants have moved to escape 
religious persecution or to live among people 
who hold similar religious beliefs. Often 
people move and take their religion with 
them, contributing to gradual changes in 
their new country's religious makeup,” the 
study said. 

Sometimes, though, migrants shed the 
religion they grew up with and adopt their 
new host country's majority religion, some 
other religion, orno religion,” itadded. 

This migration is influenced by both 
historical factors and contemporary challe- 
nges faced by Jewish communities in certain 
regions. 

The study also indicates that migration has 
led to religious diversification in many 
destination countries, often introducing new 
religious communities into areas that 
previously had limited religious diversity. 
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Indian Church-run 
schools not bound to 
admit poor students 


The 25 percent reserved quota for 
weaker sections is misused by right- 
wing Hindu groups to harass 
Christian schools. 

Church leaders have hailed a court 
order that said minority educational 
institutions, including Church-run 
schools, are not bound to admit 
students from weaker sections. 

The Aurangabad bench of the 
Bombay High Court in Western 
Maharashtra state has ruled that 
educational institutions run by 
religious and linguistic minorities 
need not admit students from 
economically weaker sections. 

A national law, the Right of Children 
to Free and Compulsory Education 
Act (RTE Act), stipulates that private 
schools must reserve 25 percent of 
their seats to provide free education 
to children from economically poor 
families. Each state government will 
reimburse the fees of these students 
to the school. 

Although the law exempts minority 
institutions from this mandate, 
Christian-run schools often face 
harassment as people demand seats 
citing the law. 

“Tt is a welcome judgment,” said 
Father Nigel Barrett, spokesperson of 
the Bombay archdiocese in 
Maharashtra, which houses India's 
financial center in Mumbai. 

The top court in Maharashtra has 
clarified the law. "It will be of great 
use to protect us from unnecessary 
harassment," Barrett told UCA News 
on Aug. 19. 

In its Aug. 14 order, which was 
released to the media three days 
later, the court asserted that applying 
the RTE Act on minority institutions 
"would be a violation of the consti- 


tution, which guarantees minorities 
the rights to establish educational 
institutions oftheir choice." 
The court order was issued in res- 
ponse to two minority-run schools' 
request for tuition fee reimburse- 
ment after admitting students from 
weaker sections. 
They said they had admitted the 
students as per instructions from the 
district education officer. 
However, the court asked the state 
government to consider reimbursing 
the fees. 
Barrett said that although "this law 
does not apply to us, our schools 
have always responded to the needs 
of the poor." 
"Our commitment to support stude- 
nts from weaker or economically 
disadvantaged will continue," he 
stressed. 
The Catholic Bishops Conference of 
India (CBCI) has also lauded the 
order as a reiteration of an order of 
the Supreme Court, the country's top 
court. 
“Tt is a fair judgment,” Father Maria 
Charles, secretary of the CBCI office 
of education, told UCA News. 
A Church official told UCA News on 
Aug. 19 that people with "vested 
interests often targeted our schools 
for not admitting students under this 
quota." 
The Church in India runs more than 
50,000 educational institutions, 
including schools and 400 colleges, 
six universities and six medical 
schools. 
Christians make up 2.3 percent of 
India's 1.4 billion people, about 80 
percent of who are Hindus. 

(ucanews) 
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Indian Church bans Islamic 
prayers in its colleges 


By UCA News reporter 

In two separate incidents in 
Kerala, Muslim students sought 
special space and extra time to 
offer 'namaz' during classes 
Church-run educational insti- 
tutions in a southern Indian 
state have decided not to allow 
Islamic prayers (namaz) on 
their campuses. 

“We have decided our academic 
campuses will not allot special 
space or extra time for Muslim 
students to offer namaz,” said 
Father Jose Kulathoor, chance- 
llor of the Eastern rite Syro- 
Malabar Kothamangalam dio- 
cese in southern Kerala. 

In two separate incidents in less 
than a month, Muslim students 
sought special space and extra 
time to offer namaz during 
classes. On Aug. 9, two female 
students raised the demand at 
St. Joseph Higher Secondary 
Schoolin Paingottoor village in 
Kothamangalam diocese in 
central Ernakulam district. 
“One of our teachers noticed 
two female students of Grade 
XII offering namaz inside the 
classroom and they were cau- 
tioned against it,” said Father 
Jacob Rathapillil, director of the 
diocesan Jagratha (vigilance) 
commission. 

“When the school management 
flatly rejected their demand 
they went back and there was 
no further provocation,” said 
Kulathoor. 

On July 26, Church-run Nirmala 
College in Kothamangalam- 
diocese witnessed protests 
when staff prevented a few 
Muslim female students from 
offering namaz inside aroomin 
the college. 

Angry students held the priest 


principal as a hostage for three 
hours in support of theirdemand. 
The issue was settled after 
Muslim leaders in the area 
disagreed with the demand and 
sought an apology from the 
principal and the management. 
“There seems to be a well- 
orche-strated attempt to target 
our education institutions,” 
Kulathoor said. 

The Deepika, a Church-run 
daily published from Kerala, on 
Aug. 14 categorically stated in 
an editorial that Church-run 
education institutions “will not 
permit namaz on their 
campuses.” 

Kerala serves as headquarters 
of the Syro-Malabar and the 
Malanka Churches which run 
many educational institutions 
in the state. 

A senior Church official told 
UCA News that the bishops will 
uphold the banning order after 
ameeting of the synod, the apex 
decision-making body of the 
the Syro-Malabar Church, 
second largest Eastern rite 
Church. 

The Syro-Malabar Church 
synod beganon Aug. 19in 
Mount St. Thomas in Ernaku- 
lam district in Kerala. Nearly 53 
bishops are attending the synod 
that will conclude on Aug. 31. 
We will not discriminate any- 
one based on religion, caste, 
creed or other differences in our 
academic campuses, added 
Father Kulathoor. 

Christians make up 18 percent 
of Kerala's 33 million people 
and are the third largest reli- 
gious community after Hindus 
(54 percent) and Muslims (26 
percent). 


Asian Website on 
Synodality Launched 


FEDERATION OF ASIAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCES 
OFFICE OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION (FABC-OSC) 
32 Mother Teresa Sarani, Kolkata - 700 016, INDIA 
+91 9868203197 = secfabcosc@gmail.com = fabecosc@gmail.com 
fabc-osc.org = synodalityasia.net = vaiscom.org 


By Fr. George Plathottam, sdb 


Cardinal Sebastian Francis, chairman FABC OSC launched a new 
website called synodalityasia at an online event on August 9. Several 
social communication leaders in Asia participated in the zoom 
meeting. The new site developed and maintained by the Office of 
Social Communication serves as a one point stop for all synod related 
information in the Asian context. 

The major features of the site include vernacular language 
translations of documents, commentaries and social media 
platforms to share Asian voices on Synodality. The Cardinal recalled 
Pope Francis' wish to make the synod on synodality a worldwide 
consultation involving all the people of God. “We want the website to 
bea means to assist this consultation in the vast Asian continent with 
its rich diversity”, he said. 

The FABC OSC has been working closely with the Synod secretariate 
in the Vatican and the Asian episcopal conferences and OSCs of Asian 
countries. The Office organised workshops to enable translation of 
synod documents in Asian languages. It has also set up a team of 
volunteers to promote synodality through social media. 

Archbishop Thomas D'Souza, member of the FABC OSC, speaking on 
the occasion hailed the website as a bridge connecting the Vatican 
and Asian churches by sharing information with the relevant 
audience. 

Fr George Plathottam, the Executive Secretary of the FABC OSC, said 
the new website is expected to serve as a platform to host news, 
commentaries, translations, infographics and social media reflecting 
the diversity of the local churches in Asia and foster online 
engagement during the upcoming and final session of the Synod in 
October 2024 and beyond. 

Synod's Communication Manager Dr Thierry Bonaventura in his 
message highlighting the importance of the Synod Asia platform in 
fostering dialogue, participation, and connection. FABC OSC has 
urged everyone to visit the Synod Asia website and follow its social 
media channels to stay updated on Synod-related news, events, and 
resources in the Asian context. 

Essential Information: 

Website: https://synodalityasia.net/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/synod.asia/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@SYNODASIA 

X: https://x.com/synodasia 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/synodasia 

Sent content for posting to: info@synodalityasia.net 


Fr. George Plathottam sdb Executive Secretary, 
FABC Office of Social Communications (OSC) 


Indian bishop, priest get bail in high tuition fee case 
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for reports Monday evening, 
and for advertisements 
Tuesday 12 noon. 


- Editor 


By UCA News reporter 


A Protestant bishop, a Catholic priest and 10 
other management members of seven 
Christian-run schools in a central Indian 
state have secured bail after spending close 
to three months in jail for allegedly charging 
excessive tuition fees. 

India's top court granted bail to Father 
Abraham Thazhathedathu of the Jabalpur 
diocese, Bishop Ajay Umesh Kumar James of 
the Church of North India (CNJD, and others 
on Aug. 20. They appealed to the Supreme 
Court after the Madhya Pradesh High Court 
in central India turned down their pleas. 

“We are happy that the top court has granted 
bail to our priest and others who are accused 
in a fabricated case,” vicar-general of 
Jabalpur diocese Father Davis George said. 


The attorney for the state government 
vehemently opposed their bail pleas before a 
division bench of Justices B V Nagarathna 
and N Kotiswar Singh, saying they might 
tamper with evidence. 

The lawyers for the applicants, however, 
countered by saying, the accused were 
engaged in educational activities and did 
nothing illegal. 

Police in Madhya Pradesh arrested 22 people 
on May 27, including 13 management 
members and staff from seven Christian-run 
schools in Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh state. 
They were accused of charging students 
excessive fees and selling textbooks at 
exorbitant prices. Cases have been registered 
against 51 people from 11 private schools 
and book publishers. 


A female principal from a Christian school 
secured bail earlier while other Christian- 
run school staff members were detained. 

“We are relieved,” George told UCA News on 
Aug. 20. The police action against the 
Christian schools was “totally illegal” with 
“malicious intent,” he added. 

The Jabalpur bench of the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court on Aug. 13 suspended an 
education department order on July 9 telling 
the Christian schools to reimburse nearly 
US$5 million they allegedly collected in 
excessive fees from students in the past six 
years. The court will hear the case on Aug. 25 
after the education department filed its reply. 
Schools in Madhya Pradesh are allowed an 
annual fee hike of up to 10 percent. Beyond 
that, the district collector's nod is required. 
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Bioethicists scrutinize Pontifical Academy for 
Life's new guidance on withdrawing food, water 


By Jonah McKeown 

After the Pontifical Academy for Life 
(PAFL) last month ‘issued a booklet 
summarizing the Church’s teaching on a 
number of bio-ethical issues, the section 
on “artificial nutrition and hydration” 
(ANH) has some observers concerned 
about what they see as a departure from 
previous Church tea-ching. 

The Pontifical Academy for Life was 
founded in 1994 by St. John Paul II to 
study and provide formation on 
bioethical issues for the promotion and 
defence of life. Published only in Italian 
on July 2, 'the PAFLs new booklet says it 
has “the aim of clearing up confusion” 
about the Church's teaching on a num- 
ber of bioethical issues. 

In the English-speaking world, however, 
the booklet has garnered scrutiny for 
‘appearing to soften the Church’s stance 
on the importance of providing food and 
water to patients in a vegetative state. 
The Church's teaching on this issue was 
recently in the news in the United States 
because of the ongoing case of Margo 
Naranjo, a disabled Texas woman whose 
parents, who are Catholic, announced 
last month that they had decided to allow 
Margo to die by starvation in hospice. 
They were prevented from doing so after 
ajudge intervened. 

What has the Church taught about 
withdrawing food and water? 

Over the years, Church leaders at the 
Vatican and in the U.S. have specifically 
addressed the question of denying food 
and water to a patient who is in a 
vegetative state. 

Ina 2004 address, St. John Paul II clarified 
the Church's teaching that “the 
administration of water and food, even 
when provided by artificial means, 
always represents a natural means of 
preserving life, nota medical act.” 

“Even our brothers and sisters who find 
themselves in the clinical condition of a 
‘vegetative state' retain their human 
dignity in all its fullness. The loving gaze 
of God the Father continues to fall upon 
them, acknowledging them as his sons 
and daughters especially in need of 
help,” the saint noted. 

The pope explained that “waning hopes” 
that a person in a vegetative state will 
recover “cannot ethically justify the 
cessation or interruption of minimal care 
for the patient, including nutrition and 
hydration.” 

“Death by starvation or dehydration is, in 
fact, the only possible outcome as aresult 
of their withdrawal. In this sense it ends 
up becoming, if done knowingly and 
willingly, true and proper euthanasia by 
omission,” John Paul II said. 

A 2007 set ofresponses from the Vatican's 
Congregation (now Dicastery) for the 
Doctrine of the Faith addressed two 
questions from the U.S. bishops about 
whether a patient in a “vegetative state” 
can ever be denied food and water. 

The congregation, under Pope Benedict 
XVI, clearly affirmed that a person in a 
vegetative state must be supplied with 


food and water even if he or she seems to 
have no chance ofrecovery. The dicastery 
left open the possibility that the only 
exceptions would be instances where 
food and water “cannot be assimilated by 
the patient's body or cannot be admini- 
stered to the patient without causing 
significant physical discomfort.” 

Those responses helped the U.S. bishops 
craft a 2009 revision to their “Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic Health 
Care Services,” which states in Directive 
58 that “there is an obligation to provide 
patients with food and water” at Catholic 
hospitals, an obligation that “extends to 
patients in chronic and presumably 
irreversible conditions.” 

The directives leave room for the patient 
to choose to reject extraordinary means, 


however. 

“Medically assisted nutrition and hydra- 
tion become morally optional when they 
cannot reasonably be expected to 
prolong life or when they would be 
‘excessively burdensome for the patient 
or swouldt cause significant physical 
discomfort, for example resulting from 
complications in the use of the means 
employed,'” Directive 58 continues. 

“For instance, as a patient draws close to 
inevitable death from an underlying 
progressive and fatal condition, certain 
measures to provide nutrition and 
hydration may become excessively 
burdensome and therefore not 
obligatory in light of their impending 
death. 

What does the Pontifical Academy's 
new document say? 

While reiterating the Church's long- 
standing teaching against euthanasia 
and assisted suicide in several sections, 
the July booklet has garnered the most 
attention for its section on “Artificial 
Nutrition and Hydration,” Section 13. 
(An official English translation of the 
booklet is not yet available, so excerpts 
here come from an unofficial translation 
generated by Google). 


Catholic teaching allows for the possi- 
bility of stopping “burdensome, dange- 
rous, extraordinary, or disproportionate” 
medical care — such as removing 
ventilators from patients who are unable 
to breathe on their own and allowing 
them to die naturally — and this is not the 
same as euthanasia. 

In Section 13, the PAFL affirmed that for 
those in a permanent vegetative state — 
i.e., not actively dying — suspending 
food and water is different from remo- 
ving a ventilator because “death is not 
caused by the disease that continues its 
course but rather by the action of those 
who suspend them.” 

“Upon closer inspection, however, this 
topic is the victim of a reductive conce- 
ption of the disease, which is understood 


as an alteration ofa particular function of 
the organism, losing sight of the totality 
of the person,” the document continues. 
“This reductive way of interpreting the 
disease then leads to an equally reductive 
conception of treatment, which ends up 
focussing on individual functions of the 
organism rather than on the overall good 
of the person. The individual functions of 
the organism, including nutrition — 
especially if affected in a stable and 
irreversible way — must be considered in 
the overall picture of the persons.t” 

The PAFL continued by saying that 
because a person in a vegetative state has 
to consume food that is “prepared in the 
laboratory and administered through 
technical devices,” such interventions 
are “not simple health care procedures.” 
“sTthe doctor is required to respect the 
will of the patient who refuses them with 
a conscious and informed decision, also 
expressed in advance in anticipation of 
the possible loss of the ability to express 
himselfand choose,” the PAFL wrote. 

The PAFL noted that Pope Francis has 
emphasized the importance of 
considering the whole person, not just 
individual bodily functions, when 
making medical decisions. 


Adeparture from previous teachings? 
Father Tad Pacholcezyk, senior ethicist at 
the National Catholic Bioethics Center, 
told CNA that in his reading, the PAFL 
document “does not significantly 
depart” from what the Church has said 
on the topic of ANH in the past. 

The Church has traditionally taught that 
“medically assisted nutrition and hydra- 
tion become morally ‘extraordinary’ if 
they cannot reasonably be expected to 
prolong life or would cause significant 
physical discomfort or complications in 
the use ofthe means employed,” he said. 
In light of this, the text emphasizes the 
“perennial need for careful assessment 
and discernment in terms of the benefits 
and burdens that may be associated with 
the administration of artificial nutrition 
and hydration (ANH) to each particular 
patient.” 

Further, he said, the text seems to imply 
that such careful assessment and 
discernment does not always happen, 
but that some people rely on problematic 
generalizations like “ANH is always 
required” or “ANH is always aggressive 
therapy” — both of which, he said, are 
incorrect. 

“The circumstances and particulars will 
be important, so that in some instances, 
here or there, ANH may indeed be able to 
be categorized as ‘aggressive therapy,’ 
while in many others, it clearly cannot, 
but must instead be understood as a 
proportionate, and thus an obligatory 
means of caring for our loved ones,” 
Pacholczyksaid. 

Taking a different view in an Aug. 13 
commentary at The Pillar, Catholic 
ethicist Charlie Camosy warned that the 
PAFL's statements could be misunder- 
stood in the context of what Pope Francis 
calls a “throwaway culture” — a culture 
in which numerous jurisdictions around 
the world allow, and even promote, 
euthanasia and assisted suicide and 
which “tries to hide the value of disabled 
people with consciousness disorderss,t 
making it easier to aim at their deaths.” 
“The pontifical academy's new text 
appears to suggest that, because the food 
and hydration given to disabled, so- 
called 'vegetative' patients is prepared in 
a laboratory and administered through 
technology, offering them to such 
patients does not amount to 'simple care 
procedures.’ It could therefore be 
thought of as a medical treatment which 
could, in principle, be withdrawn, rather 
than the kind of basic care which can 
never be withheld,” Camosy wrote. 
“From a bioethical perspective, this 
would strike many ethicists as an odd 
framing of the issue, to say the least,” he 
continued. 

“The nutrition given to such disabled 
human beings is no more made in a 
laboratory than a protein shake powder. 
And feeding tubes are extremely simple 
devices that don't require any machine 
or other special technology. Many 
Catholic bioethicists would see feeding a 
disabled person through a tube as little 
different from feeding them with a 
spoon.” 
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The Mystery of Evil in the World 


Evil, an enigmatic force that has perplexed humanity since time 
immemorial, continues to cast its shadow across our world. From 
ancient mythologies to modern-day atrocities, the presence of evil 
has been a constant companion to human existence. But what is the 
nature of this darkness that lurks within and around us? 

The quest to understand the origins of evil has been a central theme 
in philosophy, religion, and psychology for centuries. Western 
philosophy, as exemplified by thinkers like Augustine and Leibniz, 
often grapples with the problem of evil in relation to the existence of 
an omnipotent, benevolent God. How can evil exist in a world created 
by a perfect being? 

Eastern religions, on the other hand, often view evil through the lens 
of cosmic balance. In Hinduism and Buddhism, the concept of karma 
suggests that evil actions result from ignorance and desire, creating a 
cycle of suffering that individuals must transcend. 

From a psychological perspective, pioneers like Carl Jung proposed 
that evil stems from the "shadow" aspect of our psyche - the 
repressed, unconscious part of ourselves that we fail to acknowledge. 
This internal struggle between light and dark within each individual 
mirrors the larger battle between good and evil in society. 

The consequences of evil reverberate through the fabric of society, 
shaping our institutions, relationships, and collective psyche. 
History bears witness to the devastating impact of evil on a grand 
scale — from the horrors of the Holocaust to the atrocities of modern- 
day terrorism. 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing," says Edmund Burke. This quote underscores the collective 
responsibility we bear in confronting evil. The bystander effect, a 
psychological phenomenon where individuals are less likely to help 
in the presence of others, illustrates how easily evil can flourish when 
good people remain passive. 

The interplay between individual and collective evil presents a 
complex dynamic. While we often think of evil in terms of individual 
actions like a murderer, a thief, a tyrant. The most insidious forms of 
evil often manifest on a societal level. Systemic racism, economic 
exploitation, and environmental destruction are examples of 
collective evils that persist despite the good intentions of many 
individuals. This raises profound questions about the nature of moral 
responsibility and the role of social structures in perpetuating evil. 

In our interconnected world, evil has found new avenues to express 
itself. The rise of cybercrime, the spread of misinformation, fake news 
and the manipulation of social media algorithms to sow discord are 
just a few examples of how evil adapts to technological 
advancements. 

Climate change, arguably one of the greatest moral challenges of our 
time, exemplifies the complex nature of modern evil. It's not the 
result of a single malevolent act, but rather the cumulative effect of 
countless decisions and actions, many of which seemed innocuous at 
the time. 

Despite the pervasive nature of evil, humanity has always sought 
ways to overcome it. From the teachings of great spiritual leaders to 
the tireless efforts of human rights activists, there are countless 
examples of individuals and communities overcoming evil. 

Good and evil co-exist side by side in our hearts. If we feed the good in 
our hearts it will manifest itself in good actions and good behaviour. 
But if we feed the evil in our hearts it will manifest itselfin evil actions 
and behaviour such as hatred, violence, murder, rape, malicious 
gossip, anger, envy, jealousy, greed, selfishness, unforgiveness etc. It 
is only by continuously taking the side of the good consciously we can 
make an effort to overcome evil. 

Collective and societal evil cannot be purged without purging the evil 
from individual heart and purifying it in the crucible of the gospel 
truth and the teachings of Jesus and the other spiritual leaders. We 
have the classic example of Lord Jesus Christ overcoming evil and 
thus setting an example for all of us to emulate in our personal life. 
Jesus overcame evil with good, hatred with love and death with his 
resurrection. If we could imitate the living example he has set before 
us we too will be able to defeat evil one day just as Jesus did. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Sir, 


Jesus, the Christ was never silent in front of evil. Neither was He unwilling to confront Satan 
in the desert. Within the Hindu paradigm, all manifestations of the Devi as Mahavidyas 
confronted demons directly. The point here is that both YHWH qua Shakti qua Brahman wants 
us to confront evil directly and to take a stand against evil. Christianity and Shakti worship are 


both reactions to systemic evil. 


Itis in this context that condemn the torture and murder ofa lady doctor at R.G. Kar Medical 
College, Kolkata recently. Our city saw unprecedented midnight protests by women who as it 
were, reclaimed the night. As a dad of a teenage girl, I feel that this heinous crime has changed 
forever the perception of this city as a safe city. Women should be sensitised to protest against 
gendered jokes; late night texts and inappropriate touches. It does not always take physical 
abuse to violate a woman. The pervert's gaze is sufficient to violate women. Within Hinduism, it 
is understood that had not Draupadi been insulted by the Kauravas, the battle of Kurukshetra 
would not have begun. Similarly, Christ warns us to pluck out our eyes if they are used for 
lewdness. Let us not forget that in both our religions, God preferentially opts to be especially 
with the weak and marginalised. When the doctor was killed, it was like putting nails once again 
on Christ who hangs in shame from His rood. This death should be avenged. Otherwise, our city 
cannot sleep. Unless the culprits are brought to book, the Devi cannot find a fit residence in this 


city. 


The time has come for all men of goodwill to respect boundaries set by women; to 
understand that no from a woman never means yes; and while the quality of mercy is never 
strained we must as Faith communities mete out exemplary punishment to even those who 
colluded with the crime by their silence. We need to be on our guard against the Pontius Pilates 


of our society. 


Vatican II: some lessons and 
some points on inculturation 


Vatican II has taught me to calibrate my life as a 
worshipper of Shakti. Christianity in India has 
calibrated itself to Hindu ashram ideals. Bede 
Griffiths is just one prototypical example. 
Similarly, I believe that we Hindus have much 
to learn from Vatican II. For Hindus who are 
reading this, first reckon with the fact that Iam 
an initiated Shakti upasak. Hinduism does not 
get more radical than within Tantra. Tantric 
initiation is not open to the general Hindu. 
Further, I am a regular writer at ESamskriti. So, 
my Hindu credentials are more Hindu than 
even those of staunch Hindus. Many of my 
days and nights are spent at the charnel 
ground at Tarapith and elsewhere. As a person 
of Faith, who is unabashedly a proud Hindu 
these are my takeaways from Vatican II. I see 
much merit in the following points: 

e Inmypersonal life I do not dress in the red or 
black attire of my marga. It is unnecessary. The 
transformation should be within and not 
merely without. It is very important to not 
stand out in a holier-than-thou attitude. The 
aim of our religious praxes is kenosis. Not a 
display of our egos. This is something I 
understood from Vatican II. We need to adapt 
to the signs of the times. 

e While we need to know Sanskrit since it is 
understood in my marga that Sanskrit letters 
have transformative powers and are called bija 
mantras (root syllables), much like the 
Hesychast method; we need a concerted effort 
to translate everything in Sanskrit into English. 
The Roman Catholic Church after Vatican II 
has convinced me ofthis need. 

e Long ago I had read the late Pope Benedict 
XVI who pointed out that his Church did not 
need more Catholics. The Roman Church 
needed more authentic Catholics. I have learnt 
from Vatican II documents and the late Pope 
that we Hindus must not be afraid of lesser 
number of Hindus. We only need authentic 
Hindus who are willing to lay down their lives 
for their Faith. 

e Vatican II stressed the importance of the 


laity within the Roman Church. Now I see that 
while most of our Hindu populace cannot and 
should not practise Shakti upasana; yet we 
need more Hindus to be aware of the liturgies 
of Tanta. 

e Vatican II has taught me servant-leadership. 
We are none of us to judge others and they 
alone are community leaders who choose to 
serve others first. The role of the Guru is 
entirely different in my religion, and we need 
spiritual directors in my religion too. Fr. Adrian 
van Kaam's pioneering work leading to the 
establishment of the discipline of Formative 
Spirituality would not have been possible 
without Vatican II. In Hinduism too, we need 
spiritual formators. 

e Most importantly, I have learnt of the need 
for dialogue from Vatican II. We cannot be 
isolated communities bound up in our own 
dogmatic worlds. In short, I see the need for 
more Fr. Anthony de Mellos today than ever 
before. 

We forget that paths to sanctity are not 
confined to a particular community alone. No 
religious community has a birthright to their 
religious scriptures. Vatican II teaches us that 
all things which are good and holy belong to all 
humanity. Pope Francis is often criticised for 
his liberality. On the contrary, I find many of 
his insights to be humane and honest. For 
instance, the current Pope unceasingly 
advocates mercy and openness towards 
others. He is anti-xenophobic. He is constantly 
asking forgiveness for historical wrongs done 
by the Catholic Church. This makes me 
introspect: what are the wrongs that we have 
done asa Faith community? We cannot change 
the past; but we can at least ask forgiveness of 
the evils that we committed. Asking 
forgiveness is nota sign of weakness. Itis asign 
of strength. 

For we are all pilgrims of Hope who seek the 
same Omega Point. Om Shantih, shantih, 
shantih. 


Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 
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Saint Monic 


The circumstances of St. Monica's life 
could have made her a nagging wife, a 
bitter daughter-in-law, and a despai- 
ring parent, yet she did not give way to 
any of these temptations. Although she 
was a Christian, her parents gave her in 
marriage to a pagan, Patricius, who 
lived in her hometown of Tagaste in 
North Africa. Patricius had some 
redeeming features, but he had a 
violent temper and was licentious. 
Monica also had to bear with a 
cantankerous mother-in-law who 
lived in her home. Patricius criticized his wife 
because of her charity and piety, but always 
respected her. Monica's prayers and example 
finally won her husband and mother-in-law to 
Christianity. Her husband died in 371, one year 
after his baptism. 

Monica had at least three children who 
survived infancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the 
most famous. At the time of his father's death, 
Augustine was 17 and a rhetoric student in 
Carthage. Monica was distressed to learn that 
her son had accepted the Manichean 
heresy—’all flesh is evil”’—and was living an 
immoral life. For a while, she refused to let him 
eat or sleep in her house. Then one night she 
had a vision that assured her Augustine would 
return to the faith. From that time on, she 
stayed close to her son, praying and fasting for 
him. In fact she often stayed much closer than 
Augustine wanted. 

When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to 
Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica was deter- 
mined to go along. One night he told his 
mother that he was going to the dock to say 
goodbye to a friend. Instead he set sail for 
Rome. Monica was heartbroken when she 
learned of Augustine's trick, but she still 
followed him. She arrived in Rome only to find 
that he had left for Milan. Although travel was 
difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan. 

In Milan, Augustine came under the influence 
of the bishop, St. Ambrose, who also became 
Monica's spiritual director. She accepted his 
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Twenty-first Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday August 25 
(Jos 24:1-2a, 15-18; Ps 34; Eph 5:21-32; Jn 6:60-69) 


Introduction: The main theme of today's readings is that Christian life 
is a series of daily choices for God or against God, as we choose to live 
out or reject the truths He has revealed through His prophets in the Old 
Testament and especially through His Son Jesus in the New Testament. 
The fundamental choice we make determines how we live our lives, 
deciding whom we will serve. 

Scripture lessons summarized: 

In the first reading, Joshua challenges the Israelites to decide whether 
they will serve the gods of their fathers, the gods of the Amorites in 
whose country they are presently dwelling, or the God of the Israelites 
Who has done so much for them. The Renewal of Covenant ceremony 
in Joshua chapter 24 reminds us that the Eucharist is a Covenant meal 
that calls for our decision of Faith. Today's Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34) 
reminds us that in choosing God for our God we are choosing Life and 
His Eternal faithfulness and Love as our shelter and salvation. 

The second reading emphasizes the unity that must exist in the Body 
of Christ and the intimate relationship between Jesus and His 
followers. It also challenges the Ephesian Christians to make the right 
choice in life and build Christian marriages on mutual respect and 
: : love, accepting each other's rights and dignity. Jesus also uses the 
Although no one else was aware of it, Monica | hushand-wife relationship as an analogy to explain the close 
knew her life was near the end. She told | relationship between Christ and the Church. Paul reminds us that 
Augustine, “Son, nothing in this world now Jesus nourishes us, the members of His Church, through the Eucharist, 
affords me delight. I do not know what there is making us His own flesh and blood, as husband and wife become one 
now left for me to do or why I am still here, all J} flesh. 

my hopes in this world being now fulfilled.” Concluding his long Eucharistic discourse, Jesus, in today's Gospel, 
She became ill shortly after and suffered } challenges his Jewish audience, and later His apostles, to make their 
severely for nine days before her death. choice: to accept Him as the true Bread from Heaven Who gives them 
Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the }| His Body and Blood as their Heavenly Food, or to join those who have 
writings of St. Augustine, especially his ] lost their Faith in Jesus and left Him, expressing their confusion and 
Confessions. doubts about His claims. Today's passage describes the various 
Today, with Google searches, online shopping, [| reactions of the people to Jesus' claims. Many of the disciples leave, but 
text messages, tweets, and instant credit, we | the apostles freely choose to stay with Jesus.In this Eucharistic 
have little patience for things that take time. [| celebration, we, too, are called to make a decision, profess our Faith in 
Likewise, we want instant answers to our [| God's Son and renew the Covenant ratified in his Life, death and 
prayers. Monica is a model of patience. Her } Resurrection. 

long years of prayer, coupled with a strong, J Life messages: 

well-disciplined character, finally led to the [| # 1: Let us make our choice for Christ and live it: We Christians have 
conversion of her hot-tempered husband, her accepted the challenge of following the way of Christ and making 
cantankerous mother-in-law and her brilliant |} Choices for Christ, fortified by the Bread He gives and relying on the 
but wayward son, Augustine. power of His Holy Spirit. The Heavenly Bread and the Holy Spirit will 
Saint Monica is the Patron Samt of Alcoholics. | Se = the courage of our Christian convictions to take a stand for 
Conversion, Mothers and Wives Jesus, accepting the Church's teachings and will enable us to face 
ridicule, criticisms, and even social isolation for our adherence to 
sound Christian principles in our lives. 

# 2) That is what we mean by our “Amen” while receiving Jesus in Holy 
Communion. We express without any conditions or reservations our 


advice in everything and had the humility to 
give up some practices that had become 
second nature to her. Monica became a leader 
of the devout women in Milan as she had been 
in Tagaste. 

She continued her prayers for Augustine 
during his years of instruction. At Easter 387, 
St. Ambrose baptized Augustine and several of 
his friends. Soon after, his party left for Africa. 


Alone, she stands 

Head bowed, and hands 
upon the womb the bore the 
Word 

The folded linen of life, 
hallowed by her touch, 
sanctified by her care, 

The crisp, white sheets 
once wrapped around an 
innocent babe 

will mop the blood, dropped, 
from broken skin and 
tattered flesh. 

Discarded in the dirt. 

Wind whipped washing, 
and her eyes close. 

She hears the child's cry 
for the breath of the world 
she hears the man's cry 


screaming for its salvation. 
Cloth dabbed knee, 


tussled hair of weeping boy. 
Dusty from his fall. 
Limp lank hair of a silent 
man 
lifeless in her lap, caked, 
in hallowed blood. 
Cloth bands of necessity 
make hay his home, as, 
he softly sleeps. 
grey hewn rock, hastily, 
a temporary tomb, for 
He shall return. 
Delicate smile plays, 
across her grief worn face. 
clean clothes, stain free. 
Hallowed life, sinless, pure. 
Both transfigured, 
both in Grace. 
In the domestic chapel 
of her heart. 

SJM 


total commitment to Jesus in the community to which we belong. 
Christ's thoughts, attitudes, values, and life-view must become totally 
ours. 

# 3) Above all, we are to identify with Jesus in the offering of His Flesh 
and the pouring out of his Blood on the cross by spending our lives for 
others. 

Homily starter anecdote: God is the Bigger Elvis: Actress Dolores 
Hart, who was once hailed as the next Grace Kelly, gave Elvis Presley his 
first on-screen kiss and worked alongside leading men like 
Montgomery Clift, Anthony Quinn and Marlon Brando — just to name 
a few. But in 1962 she left Hollywood behind and became a nun. In 
2016, the former star, now known as Mother Dolores Hart, celebrated 
50 years of vowed life at the Abbey of Regina Laudis, an enclosed 
Benedictine monastery and working farm in Bethlehem, Conn. The 
now-82-year-old previously released a memoir titled '“The Ear of the 
Heart: An Actress Journey from Hollywood to Holy Vows,” where she 
detailed her surprising journey. Her story was also the subject of an 
Oscar-nominated short film on HBO, titled “God Is the Bigger Elvis,” 
released in 2012. Today, Hart receives hundreds of letters from people 
across the country seeking guidance on having a closer relationship 
with God. Actress Dolores Hart accepted the challenge to make a brave 
choice for God and kept it with commitment. 


(Watch this clip: https://youtu.be/Rxgzp1xSN7o ) . 
— Fr. Anthony Kadavil 
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St. Ignatius Paris 


Feast of its Patron and 


—— a 


By Joanne D. D'Souza 


The Feast Day of St. Ignatius of Loyola was 
celebrated with much joy and fellowship 
by the Parishioners of St. Ignatius' 
Church, Kidderpore on 4th August, 2024. 
A three-day Triduum was held from 1st 
August till 3rd August which was 
conducted by the Parish Priest Fr. 
Anthony Patrick Paul, to prepare the 
faithful to celebrate the Feast in a befitting 
manner. 

The Feast Day celebrations began with 
Holy Mass at 8:30 am, which was 
concelebrated by the Clergy of the Parish 
namely the Parish Priest Fr. Anthony 
Patrick Paul, Principal of Loyola High 
School Fr. Sandeep Dungdung and Curate 
Fr. Peter Tigga. The Mass began with an 
Entrance dance by the Candidates from 
the congregation of the Daughters of the 
Cross. The statue of St. Ignatius was then 
garlanded by a Parishioner, Mr. Ignatius 
Murray. 

The sermon given by Fr. Anthony was in 
line with the Readings of the day. He 
beautifully entwined the importance of 
not wasting food and the sacrifice of the 
Son of God being the Bread and Wine for 
mankind. He also touched upon the 
sacrifice of the Chosen men who are 
called to serve as Religious, on the 
occasion of Clergy Day and the Feast of 
John Vianney. After Communion, the 
Clergy of the Parish and the Brothers who 
serve at the Masses on Sunday were 
felicitated with a garland and token of 
love by the Parish Council. 

The Feast day celebrations then 
continued at Loyola High School, Primary 
Section premises with the lighting of the 


h Celebrates the 
Clergy Day 


lamp and cutting of a cake specially 
designed for the occasion. This was 
followed by a Bible Quiz organized by the 
SCC group of the Parish and conducted by 
the Coordinator of the SCC unit Ms. 
Anancia Fernandes on the Gospel of St. 
John, where various action groups 
participated. It was wonderful to see all 
the teams competing with such 
exuberance. The best part of the quiz was 
that the children and young people of the 
Parish participated in large numbers and 
prepared themselves well, such that their 
in-depth knowledge of the Gospel left all 
pleasantly surprised. All the participants 
were given prizes. 

Thereafter the Candidates performed 
action songs and a dance at the program. 
The Parish children performed a dance. 
The Parish youth group then performed a 
dance drama on the Importance of Prayer 
in the life of a youth. Their performance 
touched the hearts of the Parishioners. 
The altar servers and Sunday school 
children captivated all with their 
melodious action songs. This was 
followed by a skit by the SCC Unit of the 
Parish on Faith. 

The Vote of Thanks was given by Fr. 
Anthony Patrick Paul who appreciated 
the day's celebrations and was touched 
that all the performances had a central 
theme of prayer and faith. He thanked all 
who helped organize the program and 
appreciated the children and youth for 
their wonderful performances. He then 
invited the other religious and clergy 
present at the program to say a few words. 
The program ended with a prayer 
followed by a delicious lunch. 


St. Xavier's University, Kolkata, 
Launches 2-Year 
MBA (Executive) Programme 


. * j 
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J si ey 
By Prionkur Bose 
Xavier Business School, St. Xavier's University, Kolkata, proudly launched its 2- 
Year MBA (Executive) Programme today, marking a significant milestone in the 
university's history. The inauguration ceremony was graced by Rev. Dr. John Felix 
Raj, SJ, Vice-Chancellor of St. Xavier's University, Kolkata, along with Prof. Ashis 
Mitra, Registrar of the University, and Dr. Sitangshu Khatua, Dean of Xavier 
Business School. 

In his inaugural address, Rev. Dr. John Felix Raj, SJ, expressed his enthusiasm about 
the launch of this new programme. He stated, "Today is an important day in the 
history of our university as we launch this MBA (Executive) Programme. This 
initiative not only broadens our academic offerings but also strengthens our 
commitment to providing quality education that meets the evolving needs of 
working professionals. The rich corporate experience that this new batch of 
executives brings to our campus will also benefit our regular MBA students, 
creating an enriching environment for all." 

The 2-Year MBA (Executive) Programme has been meticulously designed to cater 
to the needs of working professionals who wish to enhance their careers without 
compromising their current job responsibilities. The programme offers a flexible 
schedule with classes held on weekends—Saturdays and Sundays—allowing 
participants to balance their work and academic commitments effectively. 

The launch of the MBA (Executive) Programme is a significant step forward for St. 
Xavier's University, Kolkata as it continues to expand its academic portfolio and 
reinforce its position as a leader in business education. 


While lighting Candles 


Oh God as light comes from this Candle, May the blessings of 
Jesus Christ come to us warming our hearts and lighting and 
brightening our ways. May Christ our Saviour bring light and 
life into the darkness of this present day living in the world, as 


we wait for His coming, united in prayer. 
Maureen 


Pilgrims of Hope - 
Towards Jubilee 2025 


Kolkata 


August 23-29, 2024 


ThelHerald 107 


Nurturing Hope: Calcutta's Youth Gather for 


ICyM apa 


By Ms. Angela Perris 


On Sunday, August 11th, 2024, National 
Youth Sunday (NYS) was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm by the Conference of 
Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) Youth 
Commission, attracting widespread 
participation from parishes nationwide. 
This event, significant for its role in 
cultivating unity, spiritual growth, and 
community involvement among 
Catholic youth, was particularly special 
for the Archdiocese of Calcutta. Here, 
nearly 380 young people from approxi- 
mately 30 parishes gathered at St. Paul's 
Boarding and Day School, Khidderpore 
to celebrate the 8th edition of NYS under 
the theme, "Hope does not Disappoint" 
(Romans 5:5). The theme emphasized 
the power of hope, especially during 
challenging times, and the importance of 
faith in God. The event was organized by 
the Indian Catholic Youth Movement 
(ICYM) Calcutta and co-hosted by St. 
Ignatius' Church and St. Paul's Boarding 
and Day School, Khidderpore. 

The day began with registration at 8:30 
am, as participants signed up for the 
day's activities. The emcees for the 
inaugural ceremony, Ms. Arockia Swamy 
and Ms. Sharon Sharma, introduced the 
theme and objectives of NYS, setting the 
stage for a day filled with meaningful 
activities. The event officially kicked off 
with a countdown video, followed by a 
video that beautifully revealed the 
theme. Scriptures related to the theme 
were then read in three different 
languages, adding a reflective tone to the 


National Youth Sunday 2024 


SESE OF CALCUTTA 


A 


proceedings. Ms. Sushma Budding, the 
Diocesan Youth Acting President, 
welcomed the participants warmly, after 
which Sr. Rosli, the Principal of St. Paul's 
Boarding and Day School, Khidderpore, 
planted a sapling to symbolize hope and 
new life. A significant moment followed 
as Fr. Sandip Michael Biswas (Diocesan 
Youth Director of the Archdiocese of 
Calcutta), along with Ms. Sushma, Ms. 
Angela Perris (Diocesan Youth Secretary) 
and representatives from the four diffe- 
rent deaneries, lit candles to inaugurate 
the event. As the candles were being lit, 
St. Joseph the Worker Church, Santra- 
gachi led the participants in a solemn 
hymn, invoking a sense of reverence. The 
youth of St. Thomas' Church, Middleton 
Row, then led a lively ice-breaking 
session, which energized the partici- 
pants and set an upbeat mood for the rest 
of the day. 

The first major event of the day was the 
Exhibit Extravaganza, where different 
parishes showcased their youth activities 
through creative presentations like 
charts, albums, and models. This event 
served as an inspiration for other 
parishes, offering them practical ideas to 
enhance and invigorate their own youth 
ministries. Additionally, there was a pre- 
event contest called Promo Power Play, 
where parishes created short promo- 
tional videos centered around the theme 
of NYS. The exhibits and videos were 
judged by Sr. Juliet George, a teacher at St. 
Paul's Boarding and Day School, and Mr. 
Jibin Ponnachan, a former active youth 


member of St. Ignatius' Church, Khidder- 
pore. 

Following the exhibition, a solemn 
Eucharistic celebration was held at St. 
Ignatius' Church, Khidderpore. 
Archbishop Thomas D'Souza, along with 
Fr. Dominic Gomes, Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese, and Fr. Anthony Patrick 
Paul, Dean of Calcutta Deanery and 
Parish Priest of the host parish, presided 
over the Mass along with other concele- 
brants. In his homily, Archbishop 
Thomas D'Souza emphasized the day's 
theme, urging the youth to trust in God's 
faithfulness, drawing parallels between 
the life of Prophet Elijah (taken from the 
day's first reading) and the struggles 
faced by today's youth. He encouraged 
them to place their hope in Christ, who 
never disappoints. The liturgical arran- 
gements, including the entrance dance 
and choir, were meticulously organized 
by St. Joseph's Church, Barrackpore, with 
the assistance of the youth from St. 
Ignatius Church. The Mass was followed 
by a fellowship lunch, allowing the 
participants to bond and build stronger 
connections. 

In the afternoon, Rev. Fr. Sandip Michael 
Biswas, the guiding figure of the ICYM, 
Calcutta, shared his vision of the day's 
theme with the assembled youth. The 
evening commenced with the most 
awaiting Inter-parish competition 
namely Gospel Melody that added an 
element of excitement to the celebration. 
This event was an amalgam of dance, 
music and drama based on the day's 


theme which featured captivating 
performances by different parishes. The 
Gospel Melody competition was hosted 
by Mr. Kartick Sarkar and Ms. Eliza 
Ghosh. The contest was evaluated by Ms. 
Anancia Fernandes, Regional Youth Lady 
Animator for West Bengal & Sikkim 
Region, Mr. Francis Beck, a music teacher 
at St. Paul's Boarding and Day School, 
and Mr. Joseph Bablu Das, a music 
instructor at St. John Mary Vianney 
Seminary, Barasat. 

The winners of the various competitions 
were announced during the award 
ceremony by the hosts, Mr. Kevin Tiwari 
and Ms. Trinella Currie. Mother Teresa 
Church, Dum Dum, took first place in the 
NYS Promotional video contest, followed 
by Stella Maris Church, Garden Reach, 
and Shanti Rani Girja, Bamandanga. In 
the Exhibit Extravaganza, St. Joseph the 
Worker Church, Santragachi secured the 
top spot, with Mother Teresa Church, 
Dum Dum, and Sacred Heart Church, 
Kharagpur, taking second and third 
places, respectively. The Gospel Melody 
competition saw Mother Teresa Church, 
Dum Dum emerge as the winner, with 
Auxilium Parish, Gobra, and St. Damien 
of Molokai Church, Dum Dum Road, as 
the runners-up. 

After the competitive events, dignitaries 
including Archbishop Thomas D'Souza, 
Fr. Dominic Gomes, Fr. Anthony Patrick 
Paul, and others were felicitated. The 
Archbishop, along with Fr. Dominic and 
Fr. Anthony, addressed the gathering, 
offering words of encouragement and 
blessings to the youth. Ms. Angela Perris, 
the Diocesan Youth Secretary, delivered 
the vote of thanks, expressing gratitude 
to everyone involved. The event conclu- 
ded with a short video showcasing ICYM 
activities from the past 7-10 years, 
followed by a surprise DJ session led by 
Mr. Frank Patra and Mr. Steve Patra. 
Special mention was made of the event 
convenors, Mr. Lawrence Prince Biswas 
and Ms. Akanksha Kerketta, for their 
excellent coordination. The event was 
well-supported by Fr. Anthony Patrick 
Paul, animators (Ms. Joanne D'Souza 
and Ms. Sebari Mallick) and youth of St. 
Ignatius' Church along with the sisters of 
the convent. 

The primary aim of the entire event was 
to provide a platform for these young 
participants to nurture their relationship 
with the Lord. By bringing together 
participants from diverse backgrounds 
and communities, the event also created 
an environment for building relation- 
ships, sharing experiences, and promo- 
ting unity within the broader Catholic 
youth community. The fact that this 
event was able to gather commendable 
participation and highlight the hard 
work put in by the NYS Organizing 
Committee is a true witness to the 
dedication and effort of all involved. The 
positive mark left by this event extends 
beyond the immediate experience, sha- 
ping the ethos of the ICYM community 
and inspiring future endeavours. 
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Revisiting the Vatican II Documents 


Sacrosanctum Concilium: 
Invigorating the Church Through Worship 


Part)-3 


VATICAN 
COUNCIL 


I] 


By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Introduction 


Promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1963, 
Sacrosanctum Concilium is the Second 
Vatican Council's constitution on the 
sacred liturgy. This landmark document 
sought to revitalise Catholic worship by 
fostering greater participation of the 
faithful and adapting liturgical practices 
to contemporary needs while preserving 
tradition. It provides comprehensive 
guidelines for celebrating the Eucharist, 
sacraments, Divine Office, and liturgical 
year, as wellas for sacred music and art. It 
continues to remains a foundational 
document that guides and shapes how 
Catholic worship is practiced today. 


Liturgy as the Heart of the 
Church 


Sacrosanctum Concilium regards the 
liturgy (public worship) as the heart of 
the Church. Described as both the 
“summit toward which the activity of the 
Church is directed” and “the font from 
which all her power flows,” the liturgy is 
seen as the culmination of the mission of 
the Church and the wellspring of its 
strength. 

Through communal worship, the 
Church expresses its faith, deepens its 
unity, and becomes the living body of 
Christ. The document emphasises the 
centrality of Scripture in liturgical 
celebrations, advocating for increased 
biblical readings and deeper reflection 
on the Word of God. This approach aims 
to foster full, active participation of the 
faithful and nurture their spiritual 
growth. 

Eucharist as the Heart of the 
Liturgy 

The Eucharist is the pinnacle of Chris- 
tian worship, transcending mere 
communal gathering and prayer. It is a 
commemoration of the death and 
resurrection of Christ, a sacrament of 
love and unity, a bond of charity, and a 
paschal banquet where Christ is 
consumed spiritually. During the 
Eucharist, participants receive an 
infusion of grace and a pledge of future 
glory. 


Through the Eucharist, believers encou- 
nter the risen Christ in a profoundly 
personal way. This sacred communion 
unites them with Christ and one another, 
forming a single body that transcends 
time and space. This profound unity 
empowers the faithful to live out their 
faith in service to the world. Nourished 
by the Eucharist, Christians are inspired 
to pursue justice, peace, and the 
proclamation of the Gospel, fulfilling 
essential mission of the Church. 


Renewal and Adaptation of 
the Liturgy 


The renewal and adaptation of the 
liturgy is essential in ensuring that 
worship remains meaningful and 
relevant to contemporary believers of 
diverse cultures while preserving its 
timeless essentials. This involves 
updating liturgical texts and practices to 
enhance understanding and partici- 
pation. However, tradition demands that 
these changes remain faithful 
to fundamental Christian 
principles, main-taining 
continuity with the enduring 
teachings of the Church. 
Through this balance of 
renewal and tradition, the 
Church aims to foster fully 
conscious and active partici- 
pation among the faithful. 

As part of the liturgical rene- 
wal, the Sacrosanctum 
Concilium calls for a renewal 
of both the sacraments and 
the Divine Office. The sacra- 
ments, essential liturgical actions, 
requires celebration with profound 
reverence and dignity. Their rites should 
be adapted to contemporary needs while 
preserving their fundamental meaning. 
As the public prayer of the Church, the 
Divine Office is to be reformed for 
greater accessibility and spiritual depth. 
It should be prayed communally, 
especially by clergy and religious, at its 
canonical hours to maximise its 
sanctifying power. Both liturgical 
domains are to be revitalised to foster 
deeper participation andunder- 
standing among the faithful. 


Scared Music in the Liturgy 


Sacrosanctum Concilium highlights the 
pivotal role of sacred music in liturgical 
celebrations, emphasising its intrinsic 
connection to the liturgical actions. By 
glorifying God and sanctifying the 
faithful, sacred music enhances prayer, 
fosters communal unity, and elevates the 
solemnity of sacred rites. 

To ensure active congregational partici- 
pation, the document stresses the 
importance of choral ensembles, music 
education in seminaries and Catholic 


institutions, and the preservation of the 
rich musical heritage of the Church. 
Composers are called to craft music 
rooted in Scripture and liturgical texts 
that embodies the true nature of sacred 
music. 


Sacred Art and Architecture 


Sacred art and architecture possess the 
power to elevate liturgical services by 
fostering reverence and awe in the 
faithful. Church spaces should therefore 
be designed to embody noble simplicity 
and beauty, creating environments 
conducive to prayer and contemplation. 
When adorned with sacred art, these 
spaces become powerful catalysts for 
encounters with the divine. 

The fine arts, as noble pursuits, offer a 
means to express the infinite beauty of 
God. With a rich history of patronage, the 
Church has long recognised the 
importance of art in enriching sacred 
spaces. By ensuring that all elements 
within these environments are worthy 


and beautiful, the Church should 
continue to uphold its tradition of using 
art as a powerful symbol of the divine. 
The integration of art and architecture 
into church spaces is vital for preserving 
the dignity and reverence of liturgical 
celebrations. 


The Liturgical Year and 
Reform 

Sacrosanctum Concilium underscores 
the liturgical year as a foundational 
element of Christian life. By structuring 
the Christian year around pivotal 
moments in the life of Christ and 
salvation history, the liturgical year 
transforms ordinary time into a sacred 
pilgrimage. Through active participation 
in its seasons and feasts, while preser- 
ving traditional customs, believers 
deepen their understanding of the 
mysteries of Christ and foster a vibrant 
faith community. 

To ensure the effective implementation 
of liturgical renewal, the establishment 
of national liturgy commissions is 
essential. These bodies, composed of 
liturgical experts, should oversee and 
coordinate reform efforts across dio- 
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ceses. By balancing universal principles 
with local needs, they can provide 
comprehensive guidance on the role of 
liturgy in the Church. Complementarily, 
diocesan liturgical commissions, led by 
bishops, should be established to foster 
local liturgical life. 

This coordinated approach enables the 
Church to adapt the liturgy to contem- 
porary realities while safeguarding its 
rich tradition. Such a dynamic liturgical 
life is crucial for the spiritual well-being 
of the faithful and the effective fulfill- 
ment of the mission of the Church. 


Conclusion 

Sacrosanctum Concilium stands as a 
central document in the journey of the 
Catholic Church towards renewal. By 
placing the liturgy at the heart of the life 
and mission of the Church, it invites the 
faithful to enter into a deeper relation- 
ship with Christ. The emphasis of the 
document on active participation of the 
faithful in liturgical services, combined 
with its call for a balance between tradi- 
tion and adaptation, has shaped the 
liturgical landscape of the Church for 
decades. 

While challenges and complexities 
remain in the implementation of its 
directives, the enduring spirit of Sacro- 
sanctum Concilium continues to inspire 
and guide the Church. As the Church, the 
mystical body of Christ evolves in an 
ever-changing world, the document 
serves as a timeless compass, directing 
the Church towards an experience of 
worship that is both profoundly rooted 
in tradition and vibrantly relevant to 
contemporary believers. Through faith- 
ful adherence to its principles, the 
Church can continue to foster a commu- 
ity of believers who are deeply engaged 


in the sacred mystery of Christ. 
Sacrosanctum Concilium is more than a 


document; it is a blueprint for a living, 
breathing Church, one that is continually 
striving to make the liturgy a powerful 
and transformative experience forall. 
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Re-visiting India's past 


By Myron J Pereira 


Every Independence Day, we remember 
there are many more stories to tell, many 
more histories to be written. 

The Republic of India, presently celebra- 
ting 77 years of independence from its 
colonial yoke, is one of the most daring, 
most reckless political experiments in 
human history. 

Never before was a territory so diverse 
and so unequal, constructed as a single 
nation. Never before was a population so 
poor and illiterate given the vote from the 
start. 

Given the staggering differences of 
languages, religions, and cultures that 
this experiment contains, this nation 
stands as an exemplar to many Western 
nations now coping with mass migration. 
India has shown the world that nationa- 
lism can be consistent with inter- 
nationalism, for without having gone to 
war, this nation has contributed to the 
peace-keeping efforts in other countries. 
And even more, it has thrown its moral 
weight against countries like South Africa 
in their practice of apartheid. 

Not that India's past is without blemish. 
Despite its own history of hierarchy, 
inequality and untouchability, India has 
implemented programs of “affirmative 
action” on behalf of the underprivileged. 
Why Indians don't read history 

Sadly, most Indians remain unaware of 
the richness and relevance of their 
political tradition. They may be aware of 
India's social and economic history; 
however, the history of ideas remains a 
poorly filled field. 

R.C. Majumdar, the doyen of Indian 
historians, used to complain, “One of the 
gravest defects of Indian culture, which 
defies rational explanation, is the 
aversion of Indians in writing history. Asa 
result, fora great deal of our knowledge of 
ancient and medieval history, we are 
indebted to foreigners.” (Ancient India). 
Megasthenes, Hieun-Tsang, and Ibn 
Battuta would surely agree. 

There is another reason for taking the 
Indian political tradition seriously: the 
parochialism that is rife in Indian 
academic circles. 

This means that Ambedkar is just a Dalit 
icon, no more. Rabindranath Tagore is a 
Bengali, Maulana Azad is a Muslim, and 
Nehru is the property of the Congress 
Party. No attention is paid to the wider 
significance of these individuals to the 
intellectual and political life in India as a 
whole. 

Such an attitude also vitiates our under- 
standing of how remarkable each of these 
Indians were, and it prejudices our 


— their contributions. 
pe Nostalgia for the 
past 


Finally, there is — 
and this is found 
even among educa- 
ted Indians nostal- 
gia for the distant 
past. 

This kind of Indian 
tends to think that 
in ancient times the 
Indian (meaning by 
this, Hindu) civiliza-tion was the most 
advanced in the world and that this belief 
will help Hindus to dominate the world 
today. 

When our prime minister speaks of India 
as “the mother of all democracies,” and 
the world's vidyapeeth (university), it is 
this thinking which comes to mind. 

But very frankly, there is little in the 
history of the ancient past that could 
have helped India in understanding and 
interpreting the profound changes in 
society that accompanied colonial rule. 
The necessity of a free press, the equal 
status accorded women, the abolition of 
untouchability, the rights of equal 
citizenship, and the ending of mass 
poverty — these aspirations were beyond 
the experience and imagination of our 
ancient and medieval rulers. 

They required, rather, a national and a 
democratic mentality to give them birth, 
and an urban and industrial society to 
give them growth. 

All this was aspired to, and achieved in 
part during the Nationalist Movement, 
which culminated in our political Inde- 
pendence, which is still celebrated today, 
77 years later. 

As we write, there have been secessionist 
movements in the north, the north-east 
and the south which have threatened the 
unity of the country. There have been 
wars with neighboring countries, and 
insurrections within which have threa- 
tened the state. 

India's democracy has also been under- 
mined by the inefficiency and corruption 
ofits political class and the bureaucracy. 
Telling India's story 

So, what shape will our national story 
take? There has been substantial work on 
a “subaltern” history of the nation in 
recent years, a history seen from the 
underside, and not elitist, not rubber- 
stamped. But it finds little echo among 
ordinary people. 

An Indian scholar working in the United 
States says, “Indians have just begun to 
write popular history. Right now, there 
are too many extremes — the popular one 
from the movies, and the academic one 
from the libraries. We need histories that 
move people, that begin with things that 
everyone knows, and then expands their 
knowledge from within, about why things 
are the way they are.” 

Independence Day is the story of 'Indias 
political freedom. But there are other 
freedoms too — social, economic, 
spiritual, and personal. And so, there are 
many more stories to tell, many more 
histories to be written. 


A Brief History of Church 


in Bengal 


Francis Sunil Rosario 

1. Introduction 

Bengal's history of the Church goes back 
to 1599, when the Portuguese Missiona- 
ries built the first Church in the bank of 
Hooghly, Bandel. The first members of 
the Jesuits came to India in 1542, among 
whom was St. Francis Xavier. Before the 
Jesuits, the Franciscans and the 
Dominicans had begun the work of 
Evangelization in India. The Jesuits and 
the Secular (Diocesan) priests were, 
however, the earliest on record to have 
come to Bengal. The Jesuit Fathers 
Antonio Vaz and Pedro Dias arrived in 
Bengal in 1576, and a secular priest 
named Juliano Pereira came as a vicar in 
Satgaon in 1578. The work of the Jesuits 
who came to Bengal between 1598 and 
1600 is aptly described in their letters to 
Fr. Nicolau de Pimenta who was in Goa. 
Pimenta sent in 1598 two Jesuits named 
Francisco Fernandes and Domingo de 
Souza from Cochin and two more in the 
following year, Melchoir da Fonseca and 
Andre Boves. They arrived in Hooghly in 
May of the same year and preached in the 
bigger Church (Summo temple) which 
was built before their arrival. They 
erected a school and a hospital, evidently 
the first one in Bengal. 

2. Padroado Mission and Mylapore 
Diocese 

Padroado mission played a huge role in 
the formation of Catholic communities 
in Bengal/ Bangladesh. 
“Christianity was intro- 
duced into Bengal during 
the second half of the 
sixteenth century by Portu- 
guese mercenaries and 
traders. These were soon 
followed by Jesuit (Josson 
1921/ 1: 45-133), Augu- 
stinian (Hartman 1978) 
and Dominican (Hosten 
1914a) missionaries, who, 
under the Padroado, cared 
for their spiritual needs and missionized 
the local people. In 1606, with the 
creation of Mylapore Diocese (Madras), 
the Bengal mission was placed under its 
jurisdiction. In 1624-5, Propaganda Fide, 
the newly constituted Catholic body to 
rule mission territories, proposed 
creating a diocese in Bengal, but it was 
vetoed by the Court of Madrid on the 
grounds of Augustinian-Jesuit rivalry 
there (Alonso 1966). With the setback of 
Portuguese power, we witness the 
decline of Catholicism in Bengal. The 
arrival of the English and Dutch during 
the seventeenth century signaled the 
presence of Protestant missionaries and 
by the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the Catholics were cared for by a 
small group of Augustinians, while the 
Baptists, the Church Mission Society and 
the London Mission Society had 
established flourishing missions all over 
Bengal.” 

2.1. Church in Bengal under the 
Jurisdiction of Mylapore Diocese 
Since Jan.9, 1606, Bengal came under the 
jurisdiction of Mylapore diocese, under 
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the Padroado Mission. The Augustinian 
Missionaries were sent to Bengal. Bishop 
Sebastiao sent some Franciscan priests 
to help the Augustinians in Bengal. They 
came to Chittagong in 1606. Many 
natives were converted to Christianity. 
Some Buddhists were also converted. 
The Franciscan priests could not 
continue to work there for long. The 
Augustinians established their mission in 
Sripur, Dacca and Larikul. Dacca at the 
bank of Budiganga was famous for trade. 
In 1608 Subadar Islam Khan made Dacca 
as the Capital of Bengal. Portuguese 
established themselves in Dacca. In 1612, 
Augustinians made a Church at Narinda. 
From there they preached in the nearby 
districts of Dacca. There was a 
Portuguese colony in Narikul, 28 miles 
from Dacca. The Church was built there 
too. At Calcutta, the first Catholic Chapel 
is dated from 1700. 

2.2. Apostolic Vicariate of Bengal 
under Propaganda: 

Calcutta & Chittagong (1845) 

Pope Gregory XVI established new 
Vicariates of Bengal, Madras, Ceylon and 
Coromondel (to cover Madura, Tanjore, 
Marava, and Mysore) from 1833 to 1836. 
On 10th March 1837, the Pope Gregory 
XVI wrote to Padroado authorities, 
informing about the erection of Calcutta, 
Madras, Ceylon and Coromandel 
Vicariates. 

“By his brief “Latissimi terrarium 
Tractus” dated 18/4/1834, 
the Pope deputed the 
English Jesuit Robert St. 
Lager as Vicar Apostolic to 
the populous city and 
political prefecture of 
Calcutta excepting those 
places entrusted to the 
Vicar Apostolic of Tibet and 
of Ava and Pegu, where also 
he could extend his services 
with their permission. In 
October 1834, the Vicar 
Apostolic came to Calcutta. Since the 
Augustinian Missionaries of the Padro- 
ado were reluctant to obey him, the 
Sacred Congregation of propaganda 
published a decree dated 27/12/1834 
declaring that all the churches, even of 
the Augustinians existing or to be 
constructed in future were subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Vicar Apostolic and 
should remain so subject. 

Only in 1834, at the petition of the 
Calcutta Catholics, was the area establi- 
shed as the Apostolic Vicariate of Bengal, 
entrusted first to the Irish Jesuits, and 
then in 1838 to the local clergy. On 
February 17, 1845, the Holy See divided 
the Vicariate of Bengal into that of 
Calcutta and Chittagong, the latter under 
the direction of Calcutta. On 15 February 
1850, they were constituted as indepen- 
dent ecclesiastical units to be called West 
(Calcutta) and East (Chittagong) Bengal. 
It was during this period that under the 
invitation of Mgr. Carew, the missiona- 
ries of San Calocero in Milan —- later PIME 
— were entrusted with the Mission of 
Central Bengal. 
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‘Focus sid 
The Church, and India at 77 


By John Dayal 


Independence Day is a good time 
to remember opportunities lost 
and be ready for new ones that 
may come 

Away from the contentious arith- 
metic of Church growth in the 
country since its independence in 
1947 is the loaded question of how 
it has engaged with the Indian 
state in negotiating a protected 
niche not just for itself but for 
more robust religious freedom for 
people ofall faiths. 

India completes 77 years as a free 
nation and a sovereign people. 
Jawaharlal Nehru in his midnight 
speech on Aug. 15, 1947, spoke of 
“redeeming our tryst with destiny, 
not in full measure, but substan- 
tially.” 

Freedom has not just been in poli- 
tical terms, a delinking from 
colonialism, or in economy and 
culture. It has meant becoming 
comfortable in our own skin, as it 
has meant accepting we now have 
the strength to shape our destiny. 
For Christians, independence has 
also shaped how we see religion, 
our own faith, and that of others 
and howwe practice it. 

Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity 
are part of universal creeds, each 
with billions in many countries on 
several continents. In their partici- 
pation in the half-century-long 
freedom struggle that Mahatma 
Gandhi led against colonial rule, 
side by side with the majority 
Hindu community, they learned to 
separate love for the nation and a 
commitment to its freedom from 
the practice of their faith. 

A stream of political Hinduism 
asserted its karmabhoomi (land of 
deeds) and its devbhoomi (land of 
god) within the country's geo- 
graphy. Over the years, and 
especially in the last ten years, 
these ideological groups have 
sought to construct their political 
ambitions on such exclusivist and 
polarizing definitions. Targeted 
hate was inevitable, and often it 
led to violence. 

In supreme irony, the elements 
that constructed nationalism on a 
foundation of religion had very 
little to show through participa- 
tion in the freedom struggle or the 
raising of the republic with a 
written constitution that promi- 
sed equality and a strong bill of 
rights. 

Islam and Buddhism have evolved 
independently in India. Very few 
of the original Buddhist commu- 
nities survive in India, other than 
in small enclaves in the Himalayan 
foothills, from Ladakh in the north 
to Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
in the Northeast. 

Tibetan Buddhists who followed 
the Dalai Lama into his Indian 
exile, fleeing communist China, 
now live as third-generation 
people in clusters in Himachal 
Pradesh, Delhiand Karnataka. 
The “new” Indian Buddhist 


community in the country owes its 
genesis to Babasaheb Ambedkar's 
adoption of Buddhism at Nagpur 
in 1956 as his protest against 
virulent caste prejudice in the 
country. 

Hundreds of thousands of Dalits, 
as the former untouchable castes 
are now called, became Buddhists 
with him in the biggest voluntary 
mass conversion in subconti- 
nental history. Tens of thousands 
of Dalits continue to convert to 
Buddhism every year across the 
country. 

This community, which enjoys 
constitutional guarantees of 
representation in all walks of life, 
including parliament, continues 
to find creative ways to negotiate 
with the Indian state to strengthen 
those statutory guarantees. 

Islam, unfortunately, has had to 
bear the brunt of history in 
independent India. Despite a 
bloody partition based on religion 
in 1947, a huge number of 
Muslims did not go to Pakistan, 
choosing to remain in what was 
their motherland. 

They are about 15 percent of the 
population and constitute one of 
the largest Muslim communities 
in any part of the world, with a 
history going back to the times of 
the Prophet. But they are reviled 
and pilloried. Laws, illicit in them- 
selves, have been weaponized 
against them. 

Any act of terrorism or extremism 
in any part of the world is laid at 
their doorstep. Their dialogue 
with the state takes shape in fits 
and starts — through their elected 
representatives on the one hand 
and in the peaceful coexistence in 
which they live with the majority 
community. 

The Christian community, despite 
its two-millennium history in the 
subcontinent, has amore complex 
relationship with the state and the 
people. 

Outside of Kerala, which has had 
an endemic community, of diverse 
liturgical heritage, from the very 
early centuries of the Christian 
era, the religion is still largely seen 
appended first to the Portuguese 
colonial presence on the Malabar 
and Konkan coasts, and then to 
the larger East India Company and 
British Raj. 

Lost in translation, therefore, has 
been the participation of Chris- 
tians, particularly Catholics, in the 
long struggle against the Portu- 
guese in Kerala and, more speci- 
fically, in Goa. 

Collateral damage has been to the 
memory of Christian freedom 
fighters in the Madras, Bombay, 
and Calcutta Presidency areas. 
Even schools run by the Church 
across the country perhaps have 
no books documenting the work 
ofthese men and women. 

In the Constituent Assembly, 
where Ambedkar had chaired the 
group writing the constitution, the 


Christian representatives, inclu- 
ding Anglo Indians, were essen- 
tially bystanders. Hindu political 
stalwarts intervened to write into 
the constitution the critical and 
enabling phrase “right to profess, 
practice and propagate” on which 
is laid all the evangelical activity of 
every denomination of Christia- 
nity in India. 

The later laws against conversions 
in 12 states have been further wea- 
ponized in the last ten years, but 
they have not been able to erase 
the basic right to “propagate” 
religion. 

The Christian leadership, political 
as well as spiritual, can be said to 
have collectively failed to carry on 
a constructive conversation with 
the various structures that exist — 
political parties, communities, 
and the judicial processes in 
preventing further erosion of the 
statutory assurances of the 
republic. 

In a way, the Church and the 
community have thrown them- 
selves at the mercy of the ruling 
group, whichever it may be for the 
time being. Other than in Kerala, 
where it is dead set against the 
Marxist regime and the Marxist 
party, even when they are not in 
government, the Church has 
made common cause with the 
political party in power. 

At times, this has been embarra- 
ssing to itself and to the commu- 
nity. It was so when the then- 
prime minister, Indira Gandhi, 
imposed an emergency in 1975, 
and it has been so in the last ten 
years. 

The Church seems to build its 
defence by appealing to the 
powers to recognize the work its 
tens of thousands of educational 
institutions have done in the 
country. This is the absolute truth. 
However, identical work has been 
done by other communities, the 
corporate sector, and successive 
governments since 1947. 

The dialogue has not been stru- 
ctured on the bedrock of the 
constitution, ofrights, and the rule 
of law, the freedom struggle, and 
the dialogue of life through the 
centuries. 

In honest fact, each denomination 
has been left to fight its battles. 
The Christian community has not 
always made common cause with 
the other religious communities in 
the country, some of whom, at 
various times, have suffered 
persecution in greater severity. 
Political parties and governments, 
far wiser in the world's ways, 
though with civilizational short- 
sightedness, have gleefully moved 
in to widen divides and isolate 
denominations and groups. 
Independence Day is a good time 
to remember opportunities lost 
and be ready for new ones that 
may come. 


A Plan to Celebrate 
International Day of 
Migrants, Displaced People 
and Refugees at Christ the 
King Church 


By Michelle Selwyn 


Kolkata : The heads of various parish cells along with the 
clergy of the parish came together on Sunday, Aug 11 in 
Mother Teresa's Hall to discuss and plan the yearly event to be 
held on Sept. 29. 
This meeting was called by the Parish priest, Fr. Basil Mandi 
and it was coordinated by Fr. Francis Sunil Rosario, 
Archdiocesan Secretary and Regional Secretary, Commission 
for Migrants, CCBI. 
Fr. Sunil briefed the members on the significance and 
importance of this particular ministry in the Church. He also 
highlighted on the activities done so far by the commission 
for Migrants, CCBI. 
At the National level, His Grace, Archbishop Victor Henry 
Thakur is the Chairman of the Commission and Rev. Fr. Jaison 
Vadassery is the Executive Secretary. 
The commission was established in 2017, recognizing 
migrants as blessings, who bring new experiences and vitality 
that enrich both destinations and sources. It aims to advocate 
the rights of migrants and promote policies that protect and 
uphold the dignity of migrants. By providing a holistic 
approach to migrant ministry, the commission strives to 
create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all 
migrants. The four pillars of Pope Francis’ teachings, 
welcome, protect, promote, and integrate, will guide our 
faith-inspired actions. 

The Chairman Archbishop Thakur has given some of the 

salient action plans to implement in all the dioceses of India. 

He says, “Due to widespread changes caused by globalization 

and other factors, more people are migrating than ever 

before. The history of migration is as old as human history 
itself.” 

In the Indian context, many leave behind their families in 

search of jobs and better opportunities. The distress 

migration results in families being dependent on the 
migrants for their subsistence. The Indian migrants move to 
various parts of the country as wellas abroad. 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 110th World Day 

of Migrants and refugees 2024 entitled, is “God walks with His 

People.” 

The members who attended the meeting decided to celebrate 

this day within the parish on Sunday, September 29 at 10.45 

A.M. with a Bi-Lingual Mass. His Grace, Archbishop Thomas 

D'Souza will celebrate the Mass and be present for the day's 

event. He is also the Chairman of the Commission for 

Migrants, Archdiocese of Kolkata. 

The following resolution were passed by the members of 

Christ the King Church. 

e The city parishes to be invited to take part in this yearly 
celebration. The parish takes charge of celebrating this day. 
However, this will be on behalf of the Archdiocese. Thus, the 
city parishes will encourage the members to join the Mass 
and cultural program thereafter. 

e Besides, the Bi-lingual mass, there will be a cultural 
program to highlight on the specific culture and life style of 
Internal migrants. A team for Cultural program will help in 
organizing the day's cultural program. The members are: 
Manoj Thomas, Lynette Bain, Vienna Gonsalves, Rajen 
Raphael, Sr. Premdani. 

e Parish Priest, Fr. Basil and Fr. Sunil, Secretary will co- 
ordinate the day's event. 

e The Parish Liturgical team will prepare the day's liturgy with 
appropriate singing. 

e Asmall team is made of the willing members to collect data 
of the Internal migrants in the parish. They will also help to 
collect data from other city-based parishes. 

e Fr. Basil will organize the refreshments for the day's 
program. 

e The message of Holy Father “God walks with His People” 
willbe printed in English and Bengali. 

e Those who may like to contribute towards the expenses of 
this event are most welcome. 
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PARISHES ACROSS THE DIOCESE UNITE 
FOR 40-DAY ONLINE PRAYER MEET 


Pre-Jubilee Parish Pilgrimage of Prayer 


By Farrell Shah 

With Jubilee Year fervor ramping up in the parishes of 
the Archdiocese of Calcutta, after several 
orientations conducted by the Jubilee 2025 Diocesan 
Coordination Team, the Pre-Jubilee Parish 
Pilgrimage of Prayer started on 15 August 2024; 
auspiciously on the feast of the Assumption of Our 
Lady. 

The Pre-Jubilee Parish Pilgrimage of Prayer is a 40- 
day long prayer chain, were different parishes and 
groups conduct online Prayer Meetings, every day, 
creating a beautiful symphony of prayer as we enter 
into the Jubilee Year 2025, by celebrating 2024 as 
“Year of Prayer”. The inaugural prayer meeting was 
conducted by the Vicar General, Revd. Fr. Dominic 
Gomes. The closing prayer meeting will be hosted by 
His Grace, Archbishop Thomas D'Souza on 29 
September 2024. 

The Prayers are held on Google Meet, at 7:30 p.m. 
daily, excluding Sundays. 

To join, scan the QR code below. 

August 2024 Prayer Schedule 

15 Vicar General - Inaugural 

16 CCCRS 

17 Carmelite Chapel, Outram St. 

19 Nirmala Mata Rani Girja, Andul 

20 Immaculate Conception, Serampore 

21 Basic Ecclesial Communities 

22 Francis Xavier Church, Bow Bazar 

23 Queen of Peace, Tollygunge 

24 EMMAUS Retreat Centre 

26 St. Ignatius Church, Khiddirpore 

27 Our Lady of Happy Voyage, Howrah 

28 Our Lady of Vailainkanni, P Garden 

29 Bandel Basilica 

30 Vicar General 

31 Fatima Shrine, CIT Road 


https://meet.google.com/gvf-uxdf-noh 


The sacred is not in heaven or far away. It is all around us, 
and small human rituals can connect us to its presence. 


And of course the greatest challenge (and gift) is to see 
the sacred in each other. 


Alma Luz Villanueva 
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More Than Just a Game: 
Youth Day at Sacred Heart 
Brings Parishes Together 


By Tanya Shear 

Kharagpur : Sacred Heart Church, Kharagpur recently hosted 
a vibrant Youth Day celebration that was a resounding success. 
The event's highlight was an electrifying football and throwball 
tournament that drew together young enthusiasts from the 
parishes of the Midnapore deanery. 

Held on August 11, 2024, the tournament was a testamentto the 
power of sports in fostering camaraderie, sportsmanship, and 
teamwork. The event was made possible through the generous 
support of esteemed donors and sponsors. 

The day began with a solemn mass for the youth in the church 
hall, followed by a convivial breakfast. The chief guest, Rev. Fr. 
Reginald, inaugurated the tournament, alongside Fr. Gregory 
Monteiro. 

The tournament was held on a league cum knock-out basis. 
The final football match was held between Christ the King 
Church, Balichak and St. Paul's Church, Kamarchowki where 
the former emerged victoriously. In the throwball tournament 
for the girls, eight teams competed, and Holy Family Church, 
Kearchand was the winner and Sacred Heart Church, 
Kharagpur, the runners-up. 

The winning teams were presented with trophies, and the best 
players received individual prizes. Father Gregory expressed 
his gratitude to everyone who contributed to the success of the 
tournament. 


Om 3 gall ne 
Football & Throwball: Winners Balichak & Kearchand 


Football & Throwball: Runners up Kamarchowki & Sacred Heart KGP 
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Seeking a suitable match 
for daughter 
age 27yrs/ RC/ working/ 
HS pass/ English medium 


For Catholic News, Views and Opinions 
Please Subscribe to THE HERALD 


Miraculous Prayer to the 
Holy Spirit 
Holy Spirit, you who makes me see every-thing and 
shows me the way to reach my ideal, you who gives 
me the divine gift to forgive and forget all the wrong 
that is done to me and you. who are in all instances 
of my life with me. 
I, in this short dialogue, I want to thank you for 
everything, and affirm once more that I never want 
to be separated from you, no matter how great the 
material desires may be. 
I want to be with you and my loved ones in your 
perpetual glory. To that end and submitting to 
God's holy will, I ask from you...(Mention your 
request here...) 
Say 1: Our Father... Say 1: Hail Mary... Say 1: Glory 
Be... Thank you Holy Spirit for answering my 
Bya Devotee 


Thanksgiving to 
St. Anthony of Padua, 
the wonder worker, 
for miraculous favours 
received 


CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 


Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE, PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
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' SISTER CONCERN | 


MARINA PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD. 


L£ducationadl Publishers 


BRIDE WANTED 
Alliance invited from Roman Catholic 
family for an Anglo Indian divorcee 
(no child) age 35/5'4". Working Abroad 
(Dubai) Preferable age 29-33 Years. 
Contact - 8336036498 


Topic: 
“Social Media Presence: 
a Catholic Perspective” 


Speaker: 


Fr. George Plathottam 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CALCUTTA 


Fr. George Plathottam |s a Salesian priest with Masters 
degrees in Theology, Sociology, Journalism and 
Communications, and a PhD in Communication. He has 
authored several books and articles, has taught at 
seminaries, colleges and universities, and is on the 
academic committees of a few universities. 


Archdiocesan Social Communications Commissio! 
Office of Soclal Communications Information & Me! 
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